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ACTION RESEARCH PROJECT 



P R O J E C T
B A C K G R O U N D

My role: Specialist Digital Fabrication Technician

Move from CCW Foundation to Lime Grove

Delays, challenges, changes
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R A T I O N A L E  F O R  P R O J E C T

• Born from necessity

• Pressure to open for student use

• Exciting opportunity to design a space from the ground up

• Exploring the concept of an ethical space

• ‘engagement, dialogic processes and principles such as mutual respect, and introspection and 
reflection.’ (Nikolakis, W. and Hotte, N. 2021)'

• Hotte, Ngaio & Nikolakis, William (2021) Implementing “ethical space”: An exploratory study of 
Indigenous-conservation partnerships, Conservation Science and Practice
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RESEARCH METHODS RATIONALE

Questionnaire sent to technicians across UAL

Open-ended questions regarding space

Site visits to Camberwell & Chelsea digital fabrication workshops

Exploring the locality to other workshops

QUESTIONNAIRE & SEMI STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS



S U M M A R Y  O F  F I N D I N G S

• Flexibility and adaptability

• Space functionality and workflow

• Frustration with lack of follow-through

• Evolving student needs

• Physical and learning accessibility

•
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DATA LIMITATIONS 

• Only sent to technical staff

• No academic or student voice

• Difficult to filter through data

• Large variation in response length

• Could have worded the questions better to get more desired responses
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SEMI-STRUCTURED
INTERVIEWS

'Helps with student‘s 
connective 
thinking'

'Can always chat to 
other technicians
immediately '

'Noise of the 3D workshop travels 
across to the digital fabrication 
space'

'The space is never really 
finished'
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

• Close proximity to other workshops is very beneficial for student creativity and exploration but 
has the downside of noise, dust etc.

• Suggestions include setting specific 'quiet hours' or using soundproofing solutions for the 
workshop

• There is a strong focus on ensuring that the workshop does not become a 'service bureau'
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DATA LIMITATIONS

• Only visited 2 UAL digital fabrication workshops

• Informal nature of transcript was difficult to filter though

• Could have steered the conversation towards more ethical considerations

• Potential Follow-ups: surveys with students, structured interviews
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GOING FORWARD
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